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 — Encyclopaedia of Psychological As-
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Vivian Robson’s

DENEB ALGEDI    delta Capricorni  23 ç 44
Notes:  A small star in the Goat’s tail.  From Al Dhanab al Jady, the Tail of
the Goat.  Symbolically called the Judicial Point of the Goat.
Influence:  According to Ptolemy it is of the nature of Saturn and Jupiter.  It
is said to cause beneficence and destructiveness, sorrow and happiness, and life and death.
If Culminating:  Great glory, fame, wealth, dignity and authority by the help of an old
clergyman or influential person.
With Sun:  Loss through false friends, high position but final disgrace and ruin, loss of
money or property, sickness, worry through children.
With Moon:  Melancholy, quiet, solitary, unkempt or ragged, student of nature, science or
philosophy, engaged in trapping animals or reptiles, snakes or poisonous beetles which
do not harm the native.
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 – From Fixed Stars, by Vivian Robson   Buy

2014 MAYNARD CALENDARS
In Stock and Shipping!

 Celestial Influences Wall Calendar
 Celestial Guide Datebook
 Pocket Astrologer
 Astrologer’s Guide Datebook
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A to ZI go mad

I HAVE GONE MAD.  I have succumbed
to the temptation to discover how ex-
tensive the noon/midnight problem

might be and have decided to look at charts
of living English and European astrologers
to do it.

To recap, much of the world uses a 24
hour clock, from 0h to 23h59, where “0” has,
for many decades, been presumed to be mid-
night.  Over the years I developed a unique
house-based chart interpretation system and
observed that, from time to time, I had to
switch “am” for “pm,” or vice versa, to make
the chart “work.”  I put this down to sloppy
data and did not think anything more of it.

A year ago with the chart of the new
Pope, I realized the problem had a simple
answer:  Zero hour was really noon, and the
reason it was noon was because noon could
be determined objectively, while midnight

required radio signals and electricity, at the
very least.

I then tested this on the Beatles and the
English royal family and with only one ex-
ception, every chart, from the Queen’s (1926)
through Prince Harry’s (1984) read better if I
advanced the stated birthtime by 12 hours.
The exception:  Prince William  (1982), where,
due to the media attention at his birth, his
official time is actually the time we think it is.
I had thought, naively, that in or shortly after
WWII, that midnight = 0h would actually
become true.  It did not.

THIS past Thursday I was asked if I
had a book or tape by Karen Ha-
maker-Zondag on Sedna.  I looked

everywhere but could find neither.  I then
went through various on-line bios to see if I
could find anything that way.  One of them
was AstroDataBank and her natal chart,
which she gave to Lois Rodden many years
ago.  Lois herself founded what eventually
became AstroDataBank.

That chart had Pisces rising, with ruling
planet Jupiter in Taurus in the second.  Which
is a collector of fine art.  I presumed Karen
understood the time in her chart to be based
on midnight = 0.  I instead set it for twelve
hours later (noon = 0) to produce Virgo rising,
ruling planet Mercury in Sagittarius in the third
house, and got an astrologer.

I do not mean any slight to Ms Hamaker-

Æsthetic Tendency.  Wilde, the apostle
of this movement, had Neptune setting
in Pisces trine Mercury; Sun conjunct
Arista with Venus; and the Moon in Leo.
Mars was at the I.C. with only one
strong aspect.  These positions are
probably the stellar significators of his
and cognate doctrines.
Affectation generally results from a bad
mixture of the Sun-Leo and Venus-Libra
elements, owing to the desire to be
imposing found in primitive specimens of
the first, and the common false gentility
or over-refinement in those of the second.
Sun in Libra with Leo rising often
bestows an effeminate or foppish manner.
Ambidexterity is usually connected
with Mercury in Pisces or in affliction
with Neptune.  Also, I believe, Jupiter
in Gemini sometimes causes this and
allied peculiarities.  Example:  Girl, born
March 20, 1916, London, 18O Aries asc.
Also brother and sister born respectively
at 6:35 am and 7:30 am, December 1, 1925,
and December 1, 1916, Warnambool,
Victoria.  £åÄ© in each case.
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(continued, pg. 4)

Abraham Lincoln,
sourd

THIS week’s birthday boy was born in
a log cabin down on the farm.  Or was
he?  I found many surprises while

writing these notes.
Abe Lincoln’s grandfather, also an Abra-

ham Lincoln, moved from Virginia to Ken-
tucky and was killed in an Indian raid in 1786,
which I believe was before there were any
significant cities thereabouts.  By the time
his grandson, Abraham, was born, the son of
one Abraham and the father of the other, Tho-
mas Lincoln owned two 600 acre farms, live-
stock, horses and “several town lots” (so says
Wiki), which was presumably in Hodgenville,
which was 20 years old when Abe was born.

At Abe’s birth, Thomas Lincoln was the
15th richest man in Hardin county.  Which
makes Abe’s birth in a one-room log cabin/
farmhouse a form of child abuse — or a fib.
Wiki tells us that in 1816, when he was seven
years old, Abe’s father lost “all” his land due to
“faulty titles.”  Whereupon, having been ren-
dered destitute, the family moved to Indiana.

There is a great deal of mythology around
the 16th President and I will take the time to
look at some of it.  No wealthy man puts his
family in a cabin with dirt for a floor.  No self-
respecting woman, pregnant with child, will
put up with it for a second.  Women die in
childbirth, there is not a woman alive who
does not know that.

Next, know that 640 acres represents one
square mile.  Two 600 acre farms are nearly
two square miles.  Thomas Lincoln did not
tend these single-handed.  Lincoln was born
in the center of Bluegrass Kentucky, a region
centered around nearby Louisville.  At the
time this area was known for its livestock,
tobacco and hemp farms.  Which were labor
intensive and therefore enslaved.  Louisville,
52 miles away, was a major slave market.

In an economy where slaves work for free,
men who expect money for their work cannot
survive.  It is impossible to believe that Tho-
mas Lincoln worked his farms independently.
It is also impossible to believe he paid free-
men to work for him, as he would have been
destitute if he paid for labor while his neigh-
bors did not.

It therefore seems likely that  Thomas Lin-
coln, father of Abraham, owned slaves, or

leased his lands to men who did.  It is amus-
ing to read one account on Wiki’s Abraham
Lincoln page and a slightly different on its
Thomas Lincoln page.  Homilies about how
the Lincolns were descended of Puritans or
Quakers or how they became Primitive Bap-
tists and would never, ever, touch slaves fall
flat.

Lincoln’s mother, Nancy Hanks Lincoln,
was the daughter, perhaps illegitimate, of Vir-
ginia planters.  Know that “Virginia planters”
were, by definition, slaveholders.  Who, Wiki
tells me, brought slaves to Kentucky.  Ac-
cording to Wiki, “[s]ubsistence farming [in
Kentucky] could be done without slave la-
bor,” but subsistence farming will not result in
Thomas becoming the 15th richest man in the
county, nor will it get you nearly two square
miles of land.

Wiki says that no more than 25% of
Kentucky’s overall population was enslaved,
but only some regions of Kentucky are suit-
able for slaves.  As it was home to many slave
farms, slavery would have been concentrated
in the Louisville/Hardin County area.

So when the family lost all in 1816, they
moved across the Ohio river to Indiana and
eventually to Illinois.  Lincoln pointedly said
his family’s dire straits were not because of
slavery, but I am not convinced.

Lincoln faulted his father for being un-
educated.  Thomas was also unskilled:  He
subsequently got by as a carpenter.  Did
Lincoln’s father make Abe teach himself law to
rescue him from future blunders?  American
slave histories are riddled with contradictions
like these.  I would like to see some good Ger-
man, or perhaps Australian research.

ACCORDING to legend, Abraham Lin-
coln was born around sunrise on Feb-
ruary 12, 1809.  In one of its better

source notes, AstroDataBank says both T.
Patrick Davis (a woman) and Manly Hall (a
Canadian) independently rectified his birth
to 8:36 am, which was about 1:38 after the
local sunrise, at 6:58-ish.

Lincoln, to my surprise, had a strongly
twelfth house chart.  He had Sun, Part of For-
tune, Mercury, Pluto and Jupiter all in the
12th, and even if we throw out Pluto as not
yet known and so therefore not an influence,

L A

Abraham Lincoln,
sourd

IF Leo is on the Ascendant the Sun is the
guide who leads the native somewhat
triumphantly through life according to his

station, taking him into the environment of
those who will respect & assist him & even
indulge his frailties or pardon them.  He
therefore leans on Divine Providence, even
when as guilty as the next one & aware of
being more or less insecure in life & dependent
on outside help, because his guide is the
highest of the high.  All 5th house matters &
peoples come to the fore, and the influence of
the Sun makes him love entertainment as
either participant or spectator, and happy to
be in the company of the opposite sex.
Children have a brief part in his life & there
may be lack of sympathy for them – and also
as regards his own father.  With the separation
Sign Aquarius on the 7th, there is often more
than one marriage.

IF Cancer is on the Ascendant, the guide
through life is the Moon, and a restless

guide she can be, leading the native far afield
from his birthplace, directing many changes
in his life & environment so that he shall
contact those whose burdens he is destined
to share, being sympathetic, maternal &
desirous of developing the best interests of
the people he meets.  He will surely meet them,
in and out of his own family, but only those
outside will appreciate him in his earlier years.
A wide scope of interests is his, an inquiring
mind & instinct to collect & save towards
ultimate security, thus his guide will lead him
toward that end.  All 4th house matters &
people are important to him. . .

The Ruler of
the Horoscope

   — All Over
The Earth Astrologically, 1963.  Buy.

The Ruler of
the Horoscope
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Personal
Appearance
Personal
Appearance

— A Student’s Text-Book of Astrology, by
Vivian Robson.  Buy.

Some special rules are as follows:
1. Planets aspecting a significator usually

give taller bodies when rising than when
setting.

2. The Moon gives a shorter body when
decreasing in light (i.e. passing from the
opposition of the Sun to the conjunction)
than when increasing (i.e. passing from
conjunction to opposition).

3. An earthy sign rising & the Sun, Moon
& ruler of the Ascendant in earthy signs gives
a very short body.  The same is the case if
the majority of planets are in earthly signs &
aspecting the Moon & Ascendant.

4. If the Moon is in the Ascendant in
Pisces & Jupiter is in Cancer, especially in
the 6th house, the native will be very short
or a dwarf.

5. Capricorn or Aquarius rising, with
Mercury & Venus conjunct or opposed
Saturn causes a dwarfed body.

6. The Moon & ruler of the Ascendant
without latitude & in the ends of signs
causes shortness.

7. The Ascendant in the beginning of a
sign & its ruler in elevation disposes to
tallness.

8. Mercury or Venus in house or exaltation
& aspecting the Ascendant give tallness, and
the contrary when it fall or detriment.  Saturn,
Jupiter or Mars in fall or detriment, and at
the same time retrograde, tend to shortness.

(b) Corporature.  This is judged chiefly
from the rising sign, its ruler, rising planets,
and the Moon.

1. The watery signs rising or strongly
occupied usually give stoutness, and
excessive stoutness is usually caused by the
prominence of these signs & the planets
Moon, Jupiter & Neptune.

From
The Encyclopaedia of Medical Astrology,
by H.L. Cornell

Very Hairy Body—Saturn strong at birth,
Saturn when oriental makes the body more hairy
& tall than when occidental; Saturn in North
Latitude more hairy than when South Latitude;
denoted by Saturn as Significator in Horary
Questions; the Moon influence gives much hair
on the body; Mars rising and oriental of the
Sun; Mars ruler of Ascendant & oriental;
Mercury Significator in Pisces, very hairy body
when in the term of Saturn; Mercury in Pisces
in partile aspect to the Ascendant; Scorpio gives
a hairy body; Scorpio on the Ascendant, a short
hairy coarse body. (See “Abundance” in this
section.)

(b) Little Hair on the Body—Smooth
Body—The Moon ascending at birth; Saturn
or Mars occidental of the Sun at birth; Saturn
lord of the Ascendant & occidental, as
between the M.C. & Descendant, or between
the Nadir & Ascendant; Saturn in South
Latitude at birth the body is more smooth,
and with less hair; Mars ruler of the
Ascendant, and occidental, little or no hair
on the body; born in cold climates, as in the
Arctic Regions; the Quadrant from the Winter
Tropic to the Vernal Equinox tends to, and to
give straight hair.

Brown Hair—The Sun Significator in
Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Virgo, Scorpio,
Sagittarius or Capricorn; the Sun Significator
in Aquarius, dark brown when in the term of
Saturn; the Sun rising at birth, light brown;
the Sun Significator in Leo, Sagittarius,
Aquarius or Pisces, light brown; the Sun in
Capricorn partile Ascendant, lank brown; the
Sun Significator in Sagittarius, light brown, but
of a dark brown when in the first eight degrees
of this sign; the Sun significator in the first six
degrees of Capricorn, light brown. . . .

A Hairy BodyA Hairy Body

— Encyclopaedia of Medical Astrology, by
H.L. Cornell.  Buy

HAVING found the significator of the
matter concerned interpret all as-
pects to it as things and people af-

fecting it.  Suppose Jupiter were chief signifi-
cator of money and afflicted by Saturn.  We
should judge that money matters would be
hampered by poor conditions, depressing
surroundings, ill-health, or whatever Saturn
signified in that horoscope.  In other words,
we should give Jupiter the chief consideration
as significator of the matter enquired into, and
interpret the action of Saturn in its relation to
Jupiter, and not vice-versa.  On the other hand
if Saturn were the significator we should judge
that fits of generosity or extravagance would
affect the finances, because Jupiter is expan-
sive in its action, and its afflicting aspect
would cause trouble and loss.  This general
judgment is then refined by taking into ac-
count the sign and house occupied by the
aspecting planet, and the houses it rules.
Thus, suppose with Saturn as significator that
Jupiter threw an adverse aspect from the 5th
house.  Then we should judge that the ex-
travagance would arise from too much indul-
gence in pleasure, or from gambling, or other
matters ruled by the 5th house.  This would
be modified by the sign containing Jupiter.  A
water sign would incline more to self-indul-
gence, a fiery one to gambling, a sign ruled
by Venus to expenditure on women, and so
on, thus enabling us to enlarge on the judge-
ment obtained from the house position alone.
We should next look to see what houses Ju-
piter ruled.  If it ruled the 3rd we should judge
expense and extravagance over journeys, rela-
tives and other third house matters. . .

The Principles
of Judgement

from
A Beginner’s Guide to Practical Astrology
by Vivian Robson

The Principles
of Judgement

A Beginner’s Guide to Practical Astrology,
by Vivian Robson.  Buy.
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Abraham Lincoln
February 12, 1809
8:36 am LMT
Hodgenville, Kentucky
Placidus houses
Mean node

Lincoln’s 12th is still a very loaded house.
To understand Lincoln we must look beyond
the well-known 12th house stereotypes of
marginalization and isolation, etc.

We first see Mercury debilitated both by
sign (Pisces) and by house (12th).  Robson
says flatly, deaf.  Carter is more nuanced.
Mercury ruling the 6th house (it rules an in-
tercepted Virgo in the 6th) but posited in the
1st, which is not quite true.  Mercury square
or opposed to Saturn (square).  A weak Moon,
here debilitated in Capricorn.  Mercury square
to Uranus (here trine to Uranus, but as Carter
remarks elsewhere, the fact of aspect counts
more than the type of aspect).  Carter notes
an afflicted planet in the ascendant, which
here is Lincoln’s Venus debilitated in Aries.
And Mercury in the 12th, as Robson notes.

So I googled, was Lincoln deaf? and what
I got back, from a rather obscure page, was
yes, somewhat.  Which sounded as evasive
as his father’s land title nonsense.

In 1864 Congress passed, and Lincoln
signed, a bill establishing  Gallaudet Univer-
sity as a school for the deaf.  While doing so
Lincoln managed to so ingratiate himself that
the school has long considered him to be their
patron saint, as it were.

Curiously enough, the sculptor chosen
to make the very large image of him inside the
Lincoln Memorial (1922), Daniel Chester
French, had a son who was deaf and is ru-
mored to have set Lincoln’s hands into the
sign language for “A” and “L”.

SO was Lincoln deaf?  If so, he did not go
deaf as an adult, as he shows none of
the distress suffered by my friend Louie,

who went deaf in his late 20’s and used ear
trumpets the last 15 years of his life.  Adults
who go deaf often cope poorly with their afflic-
tion.

If Lincoln was deaf he was born that way,
or suffered a childhood illness that rendered
him so.  In this regard there is a story that on
a Sunday in June of 1816 the seven year old
Abraham Lincoln in fact drowned in a local
stream.  He was hauled out and revived, wa-
ter coming from his mouth.  If you are curi-
ous, transiting Saturn was exactly conjunct
his Sun that month, which by itself is life-
threatening to a child.  If you want to play
with dates, on Sunday June 16, 1816, Saturn
was conjunct his Sun, while the Moon was
conjunct his Pluto.

If, while thrashing about, water entered
his eustachian tubes, the result may have
been an infection that cost Lincoln his hear-
ing.  So far as, the tubes would not open like
that, know that I have a somewhat debilitated
Mercury (in the 9th house, home to Jupiter)

and from time to time cannot keep those tubes
closed.

In Cornell I learn the eustachian tubes
are ruled by Venus and Taurus.  Remember
that Lincoln’s Venus was both debilitated, as
well as emphasized, being in the first house.
Cornell mentions Mercury in the 12th spe-
cifically with regard to problems with the
tubes, which he says can lead to deafness.
(How an aspiring astrologer can survive with-
out a carefully chosen horde of good books,
I know not!)

Could Lincoln have hidden deafness from
those around him?

Provided he was not completely deaf, yes,
and easily as well.  I have several times been
in the presence of completely deaf people,
which only became obvious when they them-
selves verbally admitted it.  Lip readers can
be highly skilled.  Let’s look for evidence.

Lincoln’s speaking voice was said to be
high-pitched and shrill, a surprise to moderns.
Immediately I thought of Helen Keller, who
early in life became both deaf and blind and so
was unable to develop speech and who, when
she spoke, spoke poorly as a result.

If Lincoln’s ears functioned so poorly that
he could not hear the resonance of his voice
in his own head, then he would have been
guided by his eyes when he spoke before a
crowd.  He would have developed a speak-
ing style, a tone of voice, that would reach
the back of the room one way or another.  His
voice may have sounded more female (shrill)

than male.  In looking at his chart, Lincoln
had five planets in female signs (Uranus,
Moon, Mercury, Pluto, Jupiter), while he had
one of the few female planets, Venus, in a
male sign but on his ascendant.

Being acutely aware of the visual re-
sponse of the crowd (as the deaf are), Lin-
coln would naturally gravitate to clever and
witty sayings.  He would not have had the
option of droning on as many speakers do.

As a result a deaf person will tend to
shorter speeches, where he can pack every
sentence with import, rather than long ones.
The brevity of the Gettysburg Address is
well-known.  Lincoln’s second inaugural is
not much longer.  While his debates with
Stephen Douglas went on for hours and his
first inaugural is a good piece of work, it ap-
pears that, whenever he had the opportunity,
Lincoln opted for brevity in speaking.

We know Lincoln was not “deaf as a door-
post” as he was not caught out by those who
spoke out of his sight.  He could presumably
hear well enough to turn in the direction of
people speaking around him.  On the other
hand, he, unlike Helen Keller, was not the hy-
persensitive type who could sense the foot-
falls of those around him.  Lincoln was, in
fact, murdered by a man who crept up behind
until the gun was only inches from the back
of his head.

SO how does Lincoln get to be a 12th
house President?  Especially when Ju-
piter, ruler of Pisces, is itself in Pisces

S
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and the 12th, making the other two planets in
Pisces completely invisible?

Our first step is to expand our ideas of the
12th house, from simple isolation, to institu-
tions in which the individual will play a role.
Institutions, of all sorts, are ruled by the 12th
house.

In any given chart, the exact nature of the
institutions with which the native must deal
will be shown by the sign on the 12th, and
the sign and house of its ruler.

In Lincoln’s case, his 12th has Aquarius
on the cusp.  Aquarius is the sign of groups
and associations.  Such as legislative bod-
ies.  The ruler of Aquarius is Saturn in Sagit-
tarius, which happens to be the natural sign
for the house where we find Saturn, the 9th,
which is law.  Saturn rules Capricorn, which
we find both on the 10th house of head-of-
state, as well as on the 11th of associations,
where we find the Moon, also in Capricorn.

Saturn in its turn is ruled by Jupiter in
Pisces, which we find in the 12th house
itself.  Lincoln might have been a lonely
12th house person, but he was at home
with the law, and with groups.  Combine
the two, that’s government.  Put a debili-
tated Sun in Aquarius in the 12th, and that’s
a leader of the legislature, only one small
step from President.

As an adult we first find the 23 year old
Lincoln running a failing general store.  He
had previously been in the Illinois militia (an-
other sort of institution), and when the store
ended, immediately ran for political office,
which is to say that he had blundered with
the store but quickly found himself.

Lincoln discovered he was popular with
the public (Venus in the first), but was de-
feated in his first try at public office.  He was
thought physically unattractive because his
Venus was debilitated.  In growing a beard,
which he did late in life (age 51), he became
more grave and distinguished.  Beards are
properly ruled by Sagittarius, the sign of the
(bearded) centaur.  What do we find in Sagit-
tarius in Lincoln’s chart?  Saturn, planet of
seriousness.

Abraham Lincoln was a very intelligent
man, but he did not have intelligent planets.
His third house is empty.  His Mercury is twice
addled.  Lincoln in fact had a different kind of
intelligence, a more fundamental kind.  He had
the inherent intelligence of his occupied
houses and the skills to use them.

In focusing on a life in government, Lin-
coln played to his 12th, 9th and 11th house
strengths.  He used those to overcome his
7th house weakness, all the while covering up
limitations in other areas, as, in fact, we all do.

Lincoln was a political master.  At the age
of 51 he had made himself leader of his coun-
try.  And while he badly bungled the transi-
tion period and the first months of his admin-
istration (nearly all Presidents do, though
rarely so badly as he), he became one of the
most effective leaders in history.  Sun, For-
tuna, Mercury, Pluto, Jupiter in the institu-
tional 12th, backed up by Saturn in the legal
9th, he was a powerhouse.

BUT Lincoln was a flop with slavery.
He in fact had no solution for it.
Freed slaves, left in place, would sim-

ply be a festering mess.  Lincoln knew this
well, which is why he opposed abolition.
Lincoln’s preferred solution, deportation, had
been tried, starting in the 1820’s with Liberia,
and had already failed.

The reason deportation would fail, will
always fail, has nothing to do with the condi-
tions in the new home country and every-
thing to do with economics here in the US.
Lincoln was not Karl Marx.  Lincoln’s skills
were limited to those needed to run a govern-
ment.  Not an economy.

Slavery was based on the failure to pay
people for the work demanded of them.  Re-
moving chattel slaves would merely force the
existing economic system to develop wage
slaves in their place.  Which, in fact, America
immediately did, industrializing rapidly in the
wake of the Civil War itself.  America replaced
limited racial slavery with a universal sort.

You do not think this true?  After the Civil
War, white Southerners forced freed blacks
to remain in the south, where they continued
to work the fields.  Only a few lucky ones
escaped north.  This continued until Franklin
Roosevelt put them to work in war factories
and drafted them into the military.  Where-
upon their places in the fields were taken by
illegal immigrants, Latinos, virtual slaves, paid
wages far below “minimum.”  Which contin-
ues to this day, a national shame.

Meanwhile, the near-revolutionary stress
of the Great Depression forced a limited so-
cialism that, once WWII was over, led to the
general prosperity of the 1950’s and ‘60’s,
before fading in the ‘70’s and disappearing
thereafter.  Due entirely to the never-ending
pressure of a hostile economic system.  Ex-
cept for a brief 30 year period, it has always
been the 1% against the 99%.  In their day
southern slave holders were the 1%.

Like as not if Lincoln had served a sec-
ond term, his organizational, managerial and
institutional skills, which were unmatched,
would have invented some unique, workable
system.  A man who can stare down an en-
emy army is capable of almost anything.

Whether his system would have lasted longer
than Roosevelt’s is another matter.

ANYTIME we see polarity across the
1st and 7th (Venus in Aries, in wide
opposition to and in mutual recep-

tion with Mars in Libra), or when the ruler of
either is in the house opposite, we do not get
just the man himself, but instead a pair of
people.  As examples:

John Lennon and Paul McCartney.
John Lennon and Yoko Ono.
Bill and Hilary Clinton.
In both cases, as it was John’s and Bill’s

charts that set up the pairings, and once John
and Bill had left the spotlight, Paul, Yoko and
Hilary emerged on their own.

In Lincoln’s case, we first get the pairing
of Abe and Mary Todd.  (Who, to continue
an earlier theme, was the daughter of slave
owners.)  The best reports I have read say
that while her husband lived, Mary Todd was
a capable wife and homemaker, under trying
circumstances.  She was fated to outlive her
husband (she witnessed his murder), as well
as outlive three of her four children.  Which
is enough to crush anyone’s spirit.

As to Lincoln’s partnerships with men, a
different story.  We first have Stephen Dou-
glas and the debates of 1858.  We then have
Lincoln’s endless frustrations with his Civil
War commanders.  He invariably found them
weak, indecisive, or wrong-headed:  John Fre-
mont, George McClellan, John Pope,
Ambrose Burnside, Joseph Hooker and
George Meade among them.

Lincoln finally settled on Ulysses Grant
and William Sherman as his primary com-
manders, but only after the two had shown
their ability in combat and, more critically, af-
ter they had personally pledged not to run
against him.  Which, to be polite about it,
implies the possibility of a military coup was
very much on Lincoln’s mind.

With his wife, and with his many com-
manders, we see the stark contrast between
Mars in Libra as an effective, if long suffer-
ing female (Mary Todd) and Mars in Libra as
ineffective, cowardly males.  Lincoln’s Mars
in Libra in his 7th ruled both.  Note this well.

Thousands of books have been written
about this man.  I could go on, but this is
enough.  I am thinking of Sepharial for next
week.  Enjoy the company of your sweet-
hearts on Friday!

A
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Zondag.  From when I first noted a noon-
midnight problem, it took me the better part
of 15 years to solve it, so that I could “toss it
off” in a newsletter for your amusement.  (It
took 20 years to correct a 20 minute error in
my own chart.)  These things are not easy,
nor casual.

In the Netherlands in December, 1952,
there was no way that midnight could have
been used as the beginning of the day.  It
was simply not possible.  The time of 13:30
refers to a day starting at noon.

So here is what results when you add
twelve hours to Karen’s chart, to get a birth
on December 3 at 1:30 am.  See the chart to
the right.

VIRGO rises.  Good old picky, detailed,
fussy Virgo.  Ruled by Mercury in
Sagittarius in the 3rd.  The third house

is home ground for Mercury.  The third is
busyness and education and brothers and sis-
ters and errands and much of everyday life.

Mercury is in Sagittarius, where it eagerly
seeks information and experience from her
immediate environment.  Information and
knowledge which is larger than itself, as Sag-
ittarius is a large sign and can overwhelm Mer-
cury, who is more precise, more detailed, more
nuanced than the more expansive Jupiter, the
nominal ruler of Sagittarius.

We find Jupiter, ruler of Sag, in Taurus,
technically in the 8th but wanting to be in the
9th.  Where, if I am not mistaken, Karen found
C.G. Jung.  Jungian concepts are not detailed
knowledge and therefore not Mercurial.  Jun-
gian analysis is a philosophy, a quasi-reli-
gion and therefore 9th house, not 3rd.

In Karen’s interest in, and use of, Jungian
astrology we see, 1. Mercury’s placement in
Sagittarius, 2. Jupiter’s rulership over it from
the 9th, which leads to 3. a confusion be-
tween simple facts (3rd house) and ideology
(Sagittarius/9th).  As well as, 4. a debilitated
planet’s natural tendency to want to be in the
house opposite, in this case, Mercury want-
ing to be in the 9th, which it rules mostly,
even though it does not own the cusp itself.

Mercury in fleet-of-foot Sag as well as
the third, Karen travels widely though, to the
best of my knowledge, always returns home
in the end, a 3rd house trait.  In this she is
assisted by her Moon in Gemini in the 10th
house (which, in combining with Mercury,
also makes her a public speaker.)  Were her
Mercury in the 9th, then regardless of sign,
she would want to live abroad, unless the
overall chart discouraged it.

I now have the answer to a particular ques-

I go mad, from pg. 1

tion, which is:
How did the author of an excellent book

on houses, The House Connection, remain a
Jungian astrologer?  I began my study of
house rulership with her book nearly 20 years
ago, a study which eventually overwhelmed
everything else I knew about astrology.  As it
did to J.B. Morin, Friedrich (“Sinbad”)
Schwickert, Gerhard Houwing, James Holden,
Patti Tobin Brittain, and Robert Corre, among
others.  With the exception of Morin and
Holden, few astrologers have heard of these
people.  I have dubbed them the Dallas
School, as that is where Houwing held court
for many years.  Once you can read houses,
Jungian astrology is just one of many tools
at your disposal.

Why did reading houses not do the same
for Karen?  In my review of her book I noted
that she has a weak grasp of them.  Since her
technique is superb, her actual understand-
ing of houses must have been limited by a
consistent 12 hour error in not only her chart,
but the charts of the majority of her clients.  If
your charts are not right, you cannot read
them and you will be stuck with vague gener-
alities.  You may never realize how powerful,
how simple, how exacting astrology actually
is.  That a chart can be read by the ascen-
dant, ruler and house and sign of the ruler by
themselves.

Will Karen be angry to read this?  If so,
please accept my apologies, but also, take
the anger and use it.  Go to your local hospi-

Karen Hamaker-Zondag
December 3, 1952
1:30 am Central European
Lynwood, CA
Placidus houses
Mean node

tal, go to the front desk, ask the clerk for the
office of the person in charge of birth records,
go to that office and find out how time is
recorded.  Here in the States we label things
ante meridian and post meridian.  I don’t
have a local hospital to ask.  I could be wrong.

JUST so Karen will not think I am pick-
ing on her, here is a quick look at the
chart for Kim Farnell, author of some

superb books, one on Sepharial, another on
the development of modern Sun-sign astrol-
ogy.  Which is just about the only book on
contemporary astrology in print.

Again I get her data from AstroDataBank,
which I presume means she gave it willingly,
and again to the late Lois Rodden herself.

Kim’s chart has a tight Saturn-Mars op-
position, as well as a tight Moon-Venus op-
position, Mars-Moon both in Cancer, Saturn-
Venus both in Capricorn, with Jupiter in Cap-
ricorn as well.  At the official time of 10:30 am,
these five planets are stretched across the
first and seventh.  If that were true she would
be on her third or fourth divorce by now.

Instead, the ADB bio says that when she
was younger, she was “swept into the stu-
dent scene and the mod scene, sex’n drugs’n
rock’n’roll.”  You wanna know why?

Simple.  Take Kim’s chart, start the day at
noon, not midnight (in common with her fellow
country-men, I might add), add ten hours and
thirty minutes, to get a birth time of 10:30 pm
on 6 December 1960, in Birmingham, England.

That massive opposition now falls from 5
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to 11.  Immediately one thinks back to the
charts of Newt Gingrich and Lee Hsien Loong,
the prime minister of Singapore (my rectifica-
tion), and we realize that here we have a chart
of a playboy, or rather, girl.  You then look at
the planets that are playing around, Moon-
Venus?  Saturn-Mars? and realize the indo-
lent life must have quickly gone bad and that
Kim very likely fled.

A chart like Kim’s will produce children,
but late and in limited number (the first, a girl
in 1990, age 29, the second, a boy in 1992,
aged 31).  Which is to say that Kim got kids
for her Saturn return, Saturn returning to the
5th house, of children itself.  Why did her
children get a mention in her ADB file but not
the man (men?) who fathered them?  Simple.
Kim has three planets and Fortuna in the 5th.
Not only is her 7th house, of the partner,
empty, but its ruler, Jupiter, is in her 5th.  Her
children are the mementos her partner(s) have
given her.  Straightforward astro stuff.

KIM’s chart is otherwise impressive.
Pluto/north node on the ascendant
gives intensity.  (Look at her eyes!)

It is reinforced by the chart ruler, Mercury, in
Scorpio in the 4th, very near the I.C.  Bills
gives history as Saturn, Mercury and (Can-
cer).  In Kim’s chart, you will note a Saturn-
(Cancer) Moon opposition, with Mercury as
the chart ruler.  I would tend to credit Kim’s
interest in history to Mercury in the 4th in in-
tense Scorpio, as the 4th represents founda-
tions, which, to me, is the essence of the past.

In Kim’s chart the Sun, intercepted in Sag-

Kim Farnell
December 6, 1960
10:30 pm GMT
Birmingham, England
Placidus houses
Mean node

ittarius, adrift in the 4th, with only a wide
square to Pluto, a wide trine to Uranus and
inconjuncts to the Moon and Mars to sup-
port it, is weak.  In a woman’s chart the Sun
represents the men in her life.  Which here
reinforces the empty 7th “missing partner.”

What will Kim think of this, when she finds
it?  I already have it.  From ADB:  “I hate
clutter, I despise pomposity, I detest pseudo

intellectualism.”  (C’est moi!  Je suis fou.)
What else would you expect from a chart with
Pluto rising?  I cannot honestly say that Kim
is the sort of person I would want to hang
out with, but she is one impressive individual.
Let her have the last word, “I'm certainly not
a rank beginner but equally no one will ever
make me into an astrological superstar.  It's
more enjoyable staying at the grass roots.”

K
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